CIVIC INITIATIVE TO STOP THE TEARS OF CULTURAL HERITAGES in TURKIYE

& 

INTERNATIONAL PETITION CAMPAIGN

(23 September -10 October 2005, İzmir-Turkiye )

NOT: Non-text portions of this letter will be removed, added and modified. 
Dear Dr. Claudio CIMINO, 
RMSU Manager, Euromed Heritage 

 

Thank you very much in advance for your consideration for our message. 

There are many troubles in conservation and restoration of cultural heritages in Turkiye. Some of the uneducated, unskilled and inexperienced contractors, experts and decision makers  mostly damage our heritages during the restoration So, we are, Mrs. Saadet GUNER, Mr. Aytac GUNER and our academic consultant, Research Assistant A. Sultan KARAOGLU establish a Civic Initiative and start to organize an international campaign through internet to say : “LETS’ STOP TEARS OF CULTURAL HERITAGES in TURKIYE.  This is our responsibility for humanity and next generations.”

OUR TARGETS:

I-To share the problems in this field in Turkiye.

II-To present reasonable suggestions to mentioned problems

III-To build an international common sense on this subject.

I-The Problems occured during the restoration. 
Examples: 
1-Hagia Sophia Church-Mosque in Istanbul, is under restoration without any design; any architectural and historical sense. Although academicians, experts and specialists emphasized in newspapers; all damages continue (Radikal Daily, June 12, 2005).

2-Prof. Dogan KUBAN
[1] made an emergency announcement under the name of “S. O. S. Divriği Mosque-Help” take for Divriği Mosque in Sivas and its stone embroideries are not the victim of the tender’s restoration (www.zeyneporal.com,  Faks NO: +90-212-257 16 50)  (Cumhuriyet Daily 13 August 2005)

3-Since nobody took into attention these warnings,  precious and more than 700 years old Turkish-Seljuk ceramics (çini) have been totally damaged in Sahipata Kulliyesi,
[2] recently. It is located in Meram District of Konya town. This terrible incident has been noticed by Directorate General of Foundations (VGM) which deals all with the historical and cultural heritages and similar structures. VGM is the one of the main authorities and clients for all similar kind of conservation and restoration projects over Turkiye. Vice president for VGM  announced this incident in public media (Milliyet-Posta-Vatan Daily NTV and Kanal 7 TV) as:

`”…the contractor had just been authorized only for restoration of the building itself. All relevant drawings and details except that of Turkish-Seljuk ceramics have been prepared by Board of Protection of Cultural and Natural Heritage (KTVKK). The contractor had never been authorized to restore the Turkish ceramics according to criteria of tender. The contractor had been instructed to assign a specialist-skilled team or a company for the restoration of the Turkish-Seljuk ceramics. .  

In addition, Mr. TANYOLAÇ expressed sadly that the contractor had started restoration by July 8,2005. Afterwards, the contractor planned and decided to replace those all precious Turkish Ceramics with ordinary industrial ceramic tiles without any co-operation. And then, he started to scrape the Turkish Ceramics down by July 29,2005. The inspectors for VGM noticed the horrible incident and then they stopped the work. The contractor had already destroyed 2 pieces of hexagonal, a piece of 10 m2, a piece of 1 m2 and a piece of 9 m2 hexagonal Turkish ceramic panels. Those all precious Turkish ceramics become rubbish and had been planned to utilize as a backfill material in structure basement. Afterwards, the Directorate of Public Prosecutions has been informed. (Picture 1)

4-The Turkish public opinion are unaware of the decision of İstanbul NO: 1 Board of Protection of Cultural and Natural Heritage concerning with the International Tender of Galata Port in İstanbul that they it was accomplished few days ago. 

These problems are unacceptable for Turkey which it is on the way of the membership  to EU.  

a. REASONS OF THE PROBLEMS: 

According to existing laws, the contractor must have sufficient experience about restoration. He must assign a qualified restorator or a specialist architect prior to tender. All restoration works have to be made after having the approval of Boards of Protection of Cultural and Natural Heritage established in each town in Turkey. (KTVKK).  This is very critical, important and seems satisfactory. However, plenty of destruction of cultural heritage continues extensively during the restoration in Turkey. 

On the other hand, TBMM (Turkish National Assembly ) authorized regional municipalities on conservation and restoration of heritages with the law NO: 5226 dated July 14, 2004. Because they generally need massive financial sources, academic and scientific background for conservation; local governing and municipalities’ sources can not match/fulfill with the field of conservation and restoration enough. So, we are worried about all precious heritages and art works will be destroyed extensively as this new regulation applies. 

As a result, it is not wrong to say that these problems are occurred by 

1-Tender Regulations: The tender authority generally accepts the lowest and the shortest timing tender.  Contractor neglects his responsibility and easily ignores the historical, cultural, architectural and esthetic value of heritages. He just repairs and strengthens structure rather than restoration of heritages sensitively. He doesn’t take into consideration the recommendation and applications of the experts on the subject. He uses the wrong and the cheapest materials during the restoration.  (i.e cement or nails were used to fix the mosaics on the wall). This way is easier, cheaper but demolishes all heritages faster. Unfortunately, many crimes made by contractors and experts before and during restoration works are not questioned and prosecuted accordingly. 

2-Educational Regulation: Conservation and restoration of all tangible and intangible Turkish ceramics, mosaics, mineral, glass and wooden hand-works are carried out by unskilled workers instead of qualified specialists. The higher level education in Turkey is briefly as follows:

         There are several high schools, 4 semesters period where technician-restorators graduate and there are no advance courses and different branches yet.

         There is an 8 semesters-period, department for restoration of intangible tangible heritages in Istanbul University where there are is no advance courses and different branches yet.

         There are some advance courses on architectural conservation-restoration at a master degree in Architecture Department of several universities.

         There are few lessons on the teaching restoration of illumination, carpets and Turkish ceramics at an introductory level in the Turkish Traditional Handworks Departments of the Fine Arts Faculties of 4 universities.

         As we point out that there are no specialized restorators on different branches like as Turkish ceramics, mosaics, mineral, glass and wooden hand-works and the academic education is no more satisfactory. This causes graduates to be less in number, low in qualification and poor in background.
         Except Department of Architecture of the Middle East Technical University, there are no lessons on the cultural heritage management and risk management in universities.  
In order to express the absence of the well skilled technician-restorators and restorators  in Turkey, it can be said that a Project in Kula District is started to implement on the “training restorator to conserve the Kula Anatolian Houses ”  with in the frame work EC-Grant that is allocated to Turkey in 2004.
Finally, it can be wrong to say that the level of the higher education on restoration and conservation of the cultural heritage in Turkiye is not the same level of the high education in EU countries.       
3- Decision Makers: Some of decision makers who are the employers of restoration-conservation’s tender are not qualified well enough.

As a result of all problems mentioned above, our precious and hundreds-years-old cultural and historical heritages are to be demolished and lost faster.

II-OUR SUGGESTIONS: They are our suggestions to find a solution to these problems. 

During the pre-accession and negations of Turkey to be the member of European Union (EU), the subjects of  Culture, Protection of the Cultural Heritage, Education, Laws, Regulations, Their Applications and Our Suggestions related to the Protection of Cultural Heritage in Turkey written below should be considered by EU as the first phase of the negotiations after 3thrd October 2005. Otherwise, we have not cultural properties to present to our next generation.    

1-Tender Regulations and Laws 
         A new, proper, unique and a specialized Public Tender Law must be prepared for Protection of the Cultural and Historical Heritage. It should reference EU and UNESCO criteria as well.
         All related, Non-Governmental Organizations (NGO), scientists, Turkish academicians and qualified conservators and restorators should be invited for the preparation of the law.

         The laws on the restoration and conservation of the cultural heritage must be applied effectively.

· Crimes made by contractors and experts before-during restoration works are questioned and prosecuted accordingly. 

         The role, duties, responsibilities and supervision of Boards of Protection of Cultural and Natural Heritage established in each city of Turkey should be strengthened during the tender and applications. .

         The duties and responsibilities of all relevant academicians, researchers and expert conservators in the restoration-conservation works should be reinforced the tender and applications’ process.

         Either tender process or application process, the role and efficiency of NGOs should  be increased.   .

         The opportunity should be given to firms established by the experts on these areas. 

         The administrative approaches on conservation and restoration-including laws and organizations- must strictly be regulated accordingly.

2-Educational Regulations:

         Academic education is a must. Specific departments, courses about `restoration and conservation of different object, i.e traditional handworks, Turkish ceramics, mosaics, mineral, wood, and glassworks`…etc.  must be formed in universities. Fine Art Faculties must be supported and encouraged for this purpose. The educational level in these fields and also in cultural heritage management and risk management must be increased to the level of EU. 

         And then, interdisciplinary way must be implemented during the restoration. On the other word, an expert on different discipline mush work in her/his area. 

         All relevant academicians, researchers and their projects should be supported and financed by universities and other national funds. 

· As known, conservation of cultural heritages is considered by European Union (EU) and UNESCO “as an economic investment tool” to increase the sustainable development of the countries. So, EU and UNESCO should support and finance the projects for improvement in education and graduating the specialists on the restoration-and conservation of the cultural heritage and also on cultural heritage management and risk management. 

· 3-Decision Makers 
· All decision makers who deal with the restoration-conservation must have good qualification. So, EU and UNESCO should support and finance the projects for improvement their training on the restoration- conservation of the cultural heritage, cultural heritage management, risk management and using technologic tools. 

III-To build an international common sense on this subject.

In order to build an international common sense on this subject, we will organize an international petition campaign via e-mail. We will be very glad if we have your valuable support. So, If you are willing to put your sign on this letter and join to Civic Initiative for the protection of past and future values in Turkey, we would like to inform your good-selves about the schedule of that campaign as fellows.  

1-From 23 October 2005: We will send this petition to your e-mail address. 

2-by September 10, 2005: After you receive this message, please forward it to our e-mail address (saadetg@tnn.net) by writing your name/title/University/Faculty/Institutions …etc /country, or forward it to as a blanc message  to ensure that you have signed this letter and participated in our campaign.

After we receive your forwarded message, we will send a message to you  under the name of  “welcoming you to “CIVIC INITIATIVE TO STOP THE TEARS OF CULTURAL HERITAGES in TURKIYE”

3-Between 23 September and 10 October 2005: We will collect your messages. 

4-Between 10-15 September 2005: 
· we will collect names of all participants of the campaign in a list 
· we will send  the text of this letter and list of the names of the persons who signed the letter via e-mail to
1.       Ministry of Culture and Tourism of the Republic of Turkey in Ankara

2.       EC Delegation to Turkey in Ankara,

3.       National Commission of UNESCO and Turkey in Ankara

4.       General Secretariat for EU, in Ankara

5.       EU Communication Group in Ankara,
6.       EU in Belgium 

7.       EU Parlament  in Belgium, 

8.       Relevant associations of EU, (i. e. Euromed Heritage)  

9.       UNESCO Head Office in France

10.   All participants who signed this letter and joined our campaign

via e-mail or by mail .  

Please accept our sincere thanks and sentiments once for your kind and valuable support and contribution to our “Civic Initiative” and our campaign.   
Looking forward to hear from you soon, we remain,

Yours Truly

Founders of the Civic Initiative to Stop The Tears of Cultural Heritages in Turkiye
Saadet GUNER  ( R ) Economist and Project Consultant, İzmir Turkey  . 

Aytaç GUNER ( R ) Financial Manager and Project Consultant, İzmir-Turkey  .

Research Assistant:  A. Sultan KARAOGLU, Fine Arts Faculty of Atatürk University , Erzurum Turkey  

E-Mail: saadetg@tnn.net
Mailing Address: Doğankent Sitesi B 6 Sok: No. 309, Doğanbey-Seferihisar/ İzmir-Turkey  

NOTE: Please kindly disseminate this message to your colleagues

PARTICIPANT:  (Please fill) 
Name:

Surname:

Title:

Country:

E-mail:  

University-Institution:(Optional)  .
Telf, Faks, Address: (Optional)  . 



�[1] ( R ) President of the department of History of Architecture and Restoration of İstanbul Technical University, Honorary Member of The Turkish Academy of Sciences (TÜBA) and (AIA)  American Institute of Architects, The Founder of ICOMOS in Turkey 


�[2] “Külliye” means “a complex of buildings adjacent to a mosque”. Sahip Ata Kulliye (Center): Recent reseraches have revealed the fact that Sahip Ata Cami instead stretched out to the facade with double minarets and was a wooden mosque perched on wooden piers. The inscriptions stated that the construction of the building had been commenced by Seljuk Vizier Sahip Ata and that it was a masterpiece of architect Kölük Bin Abdullah. In this respect, it was the oldest Seljuks mosque to be known with its wooden piers . Completed in 1283, the tomb and the dervish convent later restored to its recent form as a külliye which is a complex of building adjacent to a mosque. Only the magnificient mihrap (niche of the mosque indicating the direction of Mecca) decorated with dazzling mosaic tiles remains to our present times. (Source: � HYPERLINK "http://www.kultur.gov.tr/" �http://www.kultur.gov.tr�)  





