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Naples, 15 July 2006 

To the President of Israel, H.E. Moshe KATZAV 
To the Prime Minister of Israel, H.E. Ehud OLMERT 

To the President of  Lebanon, H.E. Emile LAHUD 
To the Prime Minister of Lebanon, H.E.Fuad SINIORA

Copy to: the General Secretary of UNESCO 
the Head of Governments parties to The Hague Convention of 1954  

U.N. General Secretary  
  

APPEAL 
The undersigned Dr. Prof. Fabio Maniscalco, as Director of the “International Observatory for 
the Protection of Cultural Heritages in Areas of Crisis", and on behalf of all those who wish to 
sign this appeal, 

CONSIDERING  THAT 

- Following the various armed conflicts of the last century, after a hard and sometimes 
contradictory process, the International Community has recognized some juridical 
instruments finalized to safeguarding cultural heritage in conflict areas. We refer, in 
particular, to the 1954 Hague Convention for the Protection of Cultural Property in the 
Event of Armed Conflict; 

- In the Preamble of  the Hague Convention of 1954, States parties recognize that “…damage 
to cultural property belonging to any people whatsoever means damage to the cultural 
heritage of all mankind, since each people makes its contribution to the culture of the 
world” and that  “…the preservation of the cultural heritage is of great importance for all 
peoples of the world and that it is important that this heritage should receive international 
protection”; 

- During the long-lasting and endless crisis in the Middle East, a huge amount of cultural 
and religious heritage have been destroyed, damaged or stolen by conflicting factions; 

- Israel and Lebanon have signed the 1954 Hague Convention (in 1957 and in 1960). 
 

CALLS UPON THE GOVERNMENT OF ISRAEL AND OF LEBANON  

- To make aware Israeli and Lebanese Defense Forces for the respect of its and others 
historical and cultural identity and to adopt any useful measure to observe the provision 
of the 1954 Hague Convention, for the Protection of Cultural Property in the Event of 
Armed Conflict, in the territories of Lebanon and of Israel. 

           Dr. Prof. Fabio Maniscalco 
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